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Town  Hall,  Radcliffe, 

August,  1940. 

To  llit  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 

Radcliffe. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1945. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  is  low  and  the  health  of 
the  community  generally  has  been  satisfactory. 

Though  less  than  last  year  the  birth-rate  is  still  high  com¬ 
pared  with  the  pre-war  period. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  higher  than  in  1944  (when 
it  reached  a  record  low  level  for  Radcliffe) ,  and  was  about  the 
average  of  the  immediate  pre-war  years. 

Mr.  Anderson  resigned  in  June,  and  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  Mr.  Yates  had  to  do  the  entire  work  of  his  department 
by  himself.  This,  combined  with  difficulties  due  to  shortage  of 
materials  and  labour,  has  prevented  progress  in  many  directions, 
both  with  the  routine  and  other  work,  but  it  is  hoped  now  that 
an  additional  sanitary  inspector  has  been  appointed  (18th  June, 
1946)  that  arrears  may  be  cleared  and  that  we  may  soon  get 
back  to  normal. 

Owing  to  staffing  difficulties  fewer  patients  were  accepted  at 
the  Bealey  Maternity  Home  during  the  whole  period,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  either  nursing  or  domestic  help  sufficient  for 
cur  requirements  ;  the  normal  work  had  to  be  carried  out  by  a 
reduced  staff. 

Miss  Hall,  who  came  to  the  Home  as  Sister  shortly  after  it 
opened  in  1926,  and  was  Matron  from  1928,  resigned  on  her 
marriage  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  K. 
Ross.  During  her  long  association  with  the  Bealey  Home  Miss 
Hall  rendered  excellent  service  to  the  Town,  and  the  success 
achieved  by  the  Home  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to  her  untiring 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  mothers  and  babies  in  Radcliffe. 

In  submitting  this  report,  I  take  the  opportunity  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  in  General,  and  particularly  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  their 
support  and  encouragement. 

I  also  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done 
by  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  HAYDOCK. 
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Borough  of  Radciiffe. 
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A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 


AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  .  4,915 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 

1945  .  25,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  according 

to  Rate  Book .  8,935 

Rateable  value  .  £180,956 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  /  720 


1  he  change  from  war  to  peace  in  industry  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  resulted  in  many  married  women  retiring  from  the 
war-time  work  which  they  undertook  during  ihe  emergency. 
Many,  however,  still  continued  in  employment,  and  in  those  cases 
where  there  were  children  of  school  age  and  under,  satisfactory 
arrangements  were  made  lor  their  care  during-  the  time  the 
mother  was  absent  from  home. 

There  has  been  no  great  demand  for  day  nurseries,  and  the 
system  of  child  minders,  which  has  existed  locally  for  very  many 
years,  appears  to  meet  the  needs  of  mothers  engaged  in  industry. 
During  the  peak  of  the  war  effort  an  attempt  was  made  to  provide 
one  nursery,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  come  to  an  agreement 
about  the  only  centrally  situated  building  suitable  lor  the  purpose 
and  available  at  that  time. 

No  doubt  a  day  nursery  with  its  regular  routine  and  discipline 
has  advantages  over  our  present  arrangements,  but  these,  too, 
have  certain  points  in  their  favour,  such  as  the  proximity  of 
minders  to  the  babies’  homes  and  the  avoidance  of  long  journeys, 
perhaps  in  bad  weather,  in  the  early  mornings.  The  homes 
where  children  are  nursed  out  are  regularly  visited  and  supervised 
by  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  children  generally  are  well  cared 
for. 

J  he  death-rate  is  rather  higher  than  last  year.  Heart  disease 
claims  the  largest  number  of  victims,  but  cancer  is  a  close  second, 
and  again  the  number  of  persons  dying-  from  cancer  shows  an 
increase.  This  increase  has  been  going  on  for  some  years  and  is 
not  altogether  due  to  an  increased  incidence  of  the  disease,  but 
may  also  be  accounted  lor  partly  by  more  careful  certification 
and  greater  accuracy  of  diagnosis  and  the  greater  longevity  of 
the  population.  Cancer  is  mainly  a  disease  of  the  later  years  of 


6 


lile,  and  more  people  now  reach  the  age  at  which  they  are  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  the  disease. 

During  the  war  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  mortality 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  but  in  1945  the  number  of  deaths 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  town. 

The  steady  improvement  in  the  Tuberculosis  figures  in  the 
past  40  years — in  spite  of  temporary  set-backs  during  both  wars — 
shows  that  it  is  almost  certain  that  Tuberculosis  can  in  time  be 
conquered  in  this  country,  and  the  attainment  of  this  happy  state 
of  affairs  can  be  expedited  bv  full  co-operation  between  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  Tuberculosis  Services.  The  Tuberculosis  Ser¬ 
vices  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  are  doing- 
wonderful  work  in  connection  with  the  treatment  and  eradication 
of  the  disease ;  the  Local  Authority,  too,  has  responsibilities 
towards  those  infected  and  their  contacts,  and  one  of  the  most 
pressing  of  these  is  housing. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  there  are  many  famiiles 
urgently  in  need  of  accommodation,  but  none,  I  think,  have 
greater  claims  than  families  in  which  one  of  their  number  is  in¬ 
fected  with  Tuberculosis.  Fortunately  there  are  not  many  in  this 
category  but,  nevertheless,  there  are  some  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  living  in  houses  where  they  cannot  be  properly 
segregated  and  where  there  is  a  real  danger  to  the  health  of 
others.  Often  it  is  the  breadwinner  who  is  affected,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  income  is  small  and  there  may  be  difficulty  in  paying 
the  comparatively  high  rent  of  a  Council  house.  They  do  need 
consideration,  and  it  seems  futile  to  spend  large  sums  of  money 
on  Sanatorium  treatment  and  then  allow  them  to  return  to  their 
old  surroundings  where  full  recovery  may  be  retarded  or  even 
prevented  bv  the  unsatisfactory  environment  in  which  they  have 
to  live.  I  hope  it  may  be  found  possible  to  give  these  men  and 
women  a  helping  hand,  when  necessary,  with  their  housing 


problems. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 

Males 

Females 

Tota  1 

Legitimate  . 

.  216 

184 

400 

Illegitimate  . 

.  19 

16 

35 

235 

200 

435 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . 

.  171 

Still  Births  . 

.  6 

6 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births 

. .  26 

Deaths  . 

.  182 

194 

376 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population . .  14'8 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths 

Kate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still /  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

; — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .... 

55 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  52 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births . .  85 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  58 

„  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) .  Nil 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  1 


Deaths  according  to  Wards  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Ainsworth  . . 

14 

22 

36 

Black  Lane 

47 

54 

101 

Radcliffe  Bridge  . . 

43 

34 

77 

Radcliffe  Hall  . .  . . 

40 

39 

79 

Stand  Lane 

. .  . . 

38 

45 

83 

182 

194 

376 

Mean  Rates  for  the  past 

30  years  : — 

Per  1000  of  Population 

Maternal 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1000  Live 
Births 

Rate  of 

Death 

under 

1  year  to 
1000  Births 

Mean  Rate  of  5  years 

Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
Crude  from  Tuber- 
Death  culosis  of  Res 
Rate  piratory  Syste 

Death 

Rate 

from 

m  Cancer 

1915  to  1919. .  .  . 

15.2 

16.6  0.97 

not 

4.1 

113 

1920  to  1924. .  . . 

17.9 

13.4  0.66  available 

3.5 

94 

1925  to  1929. .  . . 

13.4 

13.3  0.56 

)  t 

4.9 

60 

1930  to  1934. . . . 

13.2 

13.1  0.66 

1.53 

2.96 

51 

1935  to  1939. .  . . 

12.5 

13.7  0.42 

1.89 

4.7 

58.7 

1940  to  1944 .... 

15.6 

14.4  0.34 

1.93 

2.9 

51.7 

1945 . 

17.1 

14.8  0.25 

2.28 

Nil 

55 
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The  causes  of  death  are  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  6 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  1 

Syphilitic  Diseases .  2 

Influenza .  1 

Cancer  .  58 

Diabetes  .  9 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  41 

Heart  Disease  .  106 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  15 

Bronchitis  .  43 

Pneumonia  .  18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 5 

Peptic  Ulcer  .  1 

Diarrhoea .  1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  8 

Nephritis  .  3 

Premature  Birth .  3 

Other  Infant  Deaths  .  6 

Suicide  .  5 

Other  Violent  Causes .  11 

All  Other  Causes .  33 


376 


B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
examination  of  clinical  materials,  milk,  etc. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester,  and  the  results,  are  as  follows : — 

Number.  Positive  Negative. 

Swabs  from  suspected  Diphtheria  cases 


and  contacts  .  37  6  31 

Milk  for  presence  of  Tuberculosis  .  10  —  10 

Other  specimens  .  14  4  10 


In  addition  10  samples  of  milk  were  tested  (Methylene  Blue 
test),  and  2  were  found  to  be  not  satisfactory. 
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(2)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

I  hree  motor  ambulances  and  a  car  for  sitting  cases  arc  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Local  Authority.  They  are  housed  at  Close  Park, and 
during-  the  year  4,941  calls  were  received,  including-  105  accident 
cases  and  114  for  patients  admitted  to,  or  discharged  from  the 
Bealey  Maternity  Home. 

Each  year  the  number  of  calls  increases  in  spite  of  efforts  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  ambulances  to  accidents  and  cases  unable  to 
get  to  hospital  by  other  means  of  transport. 

On  account  of  its  geographical  situation  there  are  more  diffi¬ 
culties  in  Radeliffe  than  in  most  other  similar  towns  ;  the  hospital 
needs  ol  the  Boroug  h  are  served  by  both  Bury  and  Manchester  and, 
to  a  lesser  extent  by  Bolton,  and  whereas  in  many  localities  ambu¬ 
lances  only  ply  within  their  own  authorities’  boundaries,  practically 
all  our  journeys  are  to  points  outside.  Another  difficulty  is  the 
wide  choice  of  hospitals  ;  many  of  the  out-patients  attend  for 
massage  and  radiant  heat,  and  it  often  happens  that  on  the  same 
day  cases  are  conveyed  to  Manchester,  Bury  and  Salford  in 
different  ambulances  and  for  the  same  type  of  treatment,  and  quite 
likely  all  could  be  dealt  with  efficiently  in  one  centre  and  one 
ambulance  could  transport  them  all,  making  only  one  journey  for 
this  purpose. 

I  he  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  provided 
two  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases.  The 
ambulances  are  kept  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital. 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(i)  1  he  Radeliffe  and  District  Sick  Nursing  Association  pro¬ 
vides  trained  nursing  in  the  home. 

905  patients  were  attended  at  their  homes,  and  8,510  visits 
were  paid  by  the  Nurses. 

(ii)  The  Ainsworth  and  Harwood  District  Nursing-  Associa- 
tion  maintains  a  Queen’s  Nurse  lor  the  northern  portion  of  the 
district,  and,  in  addition  to  ordinary  nursing',  she  attends  mid¬ 
wifery  cases  in  this  area. 

In  1945  the  nurse  paid  2,117  visits  and  nursed  84  cases:  40 
medical,  21  surgical,  21  midwifery  and  2  maternity. 

Both  associations  are  carried  on  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 
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(4)  Clinics. 

The  lollowing-  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  carried  on  at 
the  Welfare  Centres: — 


Average 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Attendance 

per  Session 

Children 

Expectant 

Under  12 

Over  12 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Months 

Months 

Mothers 

Close  Park .  . 

266 

244 

2818 

1147 

847 

43.1 

Ainsworth  . . 

63 

7 

507 

333 

31 

36.3 

The  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committees  at  Close  Park  and 
Ainsworth  still  look  after  the  social  side  of  the  Centres,  and  the 
excellent  work  they  do  is  much  appreciated,  both  by  the  mothers 
who  attend  and  by  the  Local  Authority  and  nwself. 

I  am  grateful  to  them  for  their  willing-  co-operation,  and 
again  I  thank  them  for  the  help  they  have  given  to  the  nurses  and 
myself  and  for  the  great  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services  in  the  town. 

(5)  Midwifery,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Out  of  a  total  of  435  births,  150  took  place  in  their  own  homes, 
the  remainder  being  born  either  in  the  Bealey  Home  or  in  hospitals 
(chiefly  in  Manchester  and  Bury)  outside  the  town. 

The  demand  for  institutional  treatment  for  normal  midwifery 
cases  grows  each  year,  and  as  the  applications  from  Radcliffe 
mothers  at  the  Bealey  Home  exceed  the  accommodation  available, 
patients  from  outside  areas  are  not  now  being  accepted. 

Sir  William  Fletcher  Shaw,  who  for  nearly  20  years  has  been 
consultant  to  the  Bealey  Home  and  to  the  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  Services  in  Radcliffe,  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Newton.  Sir  William,  during  his  long  association  with  the 
town,  did  much  to  help,  both  with  individual  paffients  and  with 
advice  regarding  the  general  administration  of  the  Bealey  Home; 
we  are  grateful  to  him  for  his  assistance  on  numerous  occasions 
and  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness  to  the  mothers  of  Radcliffe. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  the  Bealev  Home  was  less  than 
in  1944;  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  bookings  were  restricted, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  it  seemed  possible  that  it 
might  be  necessary  to  close  down  owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  a 
number  of  patients  cancelled  their  applications  and  sought  accom¬ 
modation  elsewhere. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  to  the 
Home  in  1945  : — 

Full  Fee  Reduced  Fee  Total 


Radcliffe  .  143  7  150 

Outside  Areas  .  52  —  52 

Total  .  195  7  202 


(6)  Health  Visitors. 

The  number  of  home  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  was 


as  follows: — 

First  Visits  to  Infants  .  350 

Total  Visits  to  Infants  under  12  months  . .  495 
Total  Visits  to  Infants  over  12  months  . .  440 

Ante-Natal — first  visits  .  28 

Ante-Natal — total  visits .  44 


Special  attention  is  given  to  the  supervision  of  premature  and 
weakly  babies,  and  although  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  beds  in 
hospital  for  infants,  it  has  been  possible,  in  one  or  two  instances, 
to  arrange  for  admission,  where  home  conditions  have  not  been 
satisfactory. 

Help  is  given,  if  necessary  and  when  possible,  to  mothers  of 
illegitimate  children,  and  the  Almoner  appointed  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  is  available  in  cases  presenting  special  difficulties. 

There  is  very  little  uncleanliness  amongst  pre-school  children, 
and  it  is  only  on  very  rare  occasions  that  dirty  heads  are  found. 
Steel  combs  are  available  at  cost  price — and  on  loan  free  of  charge 
if  the  parents  are  in  poor  circumstances — and  advice  is  given  by 
the  Health  V  isitors  as  to  the  best  methods  of  treatment  in  any  case 
infested  with  vermin. 

(7)  Blindness. 

I  examined  16  local  applicants  for  pensions  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Acts  during  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

12  were  blind,  2  not  blind,  and  2  were  referred  for  further 
examination. 
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C. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  greater  part  of  the  area  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board. 

The  results  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  have 
shown  that  it  has  been  satisfactory.  The  water  is,  by  its  low  pH 
value,  liable  to  attack  lead  and,  in  addition  to  the  insistance  by 
the  Board  on  pipes  used  for  domestic  purposes  being  tin  lined, 
steps  are  also  being  taken  at  the  reservoirs  to  counteract  this 
tendency. 

The  Ainsworth  district  is  supplied  by  the  Bolton  Corporation, 
and  this  supply,  too,  is  shown  by  frequent  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examinations  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

The  result  of  analysis  showed  no  liability  of  contamination 
by  lead  arising  from  plumbo-solvency. 

Restrictions  of  a  minor  character  have  to  be  imposed  occa¬ 
sionally  following  prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather,  but  these, 
so  far,  have  caused  no  hardship  and  very  little  inconvenience. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

The  following  tabular  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  has  been  prepared  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
accordance  with  Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1 920  : — 


(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: — 

Inspection  of  houses,  etc.,  including-  re-inspections  ...  980 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  upon  119 

,,  houses  disinfected .  167 

,,  drains  tested  (by  smoke)  .  8 

,,  samples  of  milk  obtained  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  .  10 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served: — 

(1)  Informal  Notices .  167 

(2)  Statutory  Notices .  2 

(c)  Compliance  with  Statutory  Notices: — 

All  the  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with. 


27  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bug's  and  were 
suitably  dealt  with. 

1  he  preparations  used  were  Zaldecide,  Vermicine,  Furmex, 
and  in  three  houses,  H.C.N.  gas.  All  the  work  was  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  table  shows  the  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation  at  the 
end  of  1920,  also  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  past  five  years,  and 
demonstrates  the  conversions  and  additions  made  since  the  scheme 
came  into  operation  in  October,  1921. 

I  here  is  little  change  in  these  figures,  as  very  few  conver¬ 
sions  have  been  carried  out  since  1939. 

Financial  assistance  has  been  given  for  the  conversion  of 
privies  to  fresh,  water  closets  since  1921,  and  a  corresponding' 
grant  was  sanctioned  in  May,  1938,  for  the  conversions  of  waste 
water  closets.  All  the  privies  and  pail  closets  that  were  within 
access  to  sewers  and  the  main  water  supply  had  been  dealt  with 
before  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  steady  progress  was  being  made 
with  the  waste  water  closets  when  war  brought  this  work  to  a 
standstill. 

*1920  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 


Privies  .  1883  180  180  180  180  180 

Pail  Closets  .  260  241  241  241  241  241 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  2635  8275  8355  8357  8359  8359 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  1642  1172  1170  1168  1166  1166 

Wet  Ashpits  .  1011  122  122  122  122  122 

Dry  Ashpits  .  909  294  294  294  294  294 

Ashbins  .  1849  8213  8291  8291  8291  8291 


*  The  figures  for  1920  do  not  include  the  districts  of  Outwood 
and  Ainsworth,  which  were  added  to  the  Borough  in  1933. 
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D.— HOUSING. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  Nil. 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons .  Nil. 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  Nil. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  .  56 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  70 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 

Regulations,  1925  .  10 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  12 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation .  15 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation .  31 

2.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority 
or  their  Officers .  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 
(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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The  housing-  problem  is  still  causing  much  anxiety  in  the 
Health  Department.  1'he  war,  which  was  happily  brought  to 
an  end  during  the  year  under  review,  has  left  us  with  problems 
which  will  take  years  to  solve.  Whilst  every  effort  is  beng  made 
to  provide  new  houses,  the  fact  must  be  faced  that  many  houses 
in  the  Borough  are  not  fit  to  live  in.  Service  men  are  being 
demobilised  and  coming  home  to  conditions  which  are  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  a  quick  and  happy  settlement  in  civilian  life. 

Whilst  emphasis  is  rightly  being  placed  on  the  provision 
of  new  and  up-to-date  houses,  numbers  of  existing  houses  could 
be  made  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  many  people  if  the  materials  and 
labour  were  available  in  sufficient  quantity  to  carry  out  necessary 
repairs. 

Only  patience  and  steady  application  of  endeavour  will  bring 
us  nearer  to  a  solution  of  the  difficulties. 

E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  war-time  measure  of  centralised  killing  has  resulted  in 
the  cessation  of  the  use  of  the  local  slaughter-houses,  all  the 
meat  coming  from  Bury.  There  is,  however,  constant  supervision 
over  milk,  meat  and  other  foods  and,  generally  speaking,  these 
are  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  food  examined  and 
dealt  with  under  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Salvage  Scheme: — 

Tins  of  food .  2,582 

Bulk  food  .  2,727-lbs. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  rodent  operative  has  been  fully  engaged  during  the  year 
and  much  good  work  done.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary 
of  the  work  done  : — 

465  visits  paid  to  premises. 

750  manholes  on  the  sewers  treated. 

1,254  oz.  of  poison  bait  taken,  giving  a  kill  of  approximately 
3,500  rats  and  58  mice. 

Disinfection. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  is  given  in  a  previous  table. 
The  Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Sewage  Works  has  been  of  great 
advantage,  and  the  lollowing  articles  were  treated  : — 


Beds  or  mattresses  .  375 

Pillows  .  102 

Blankets  and  sheets  .  553 

Miscellaneous  articles .  78 


1,108 


Total 


TO 

F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  generally  was  light. 


During  the  twelve  months  384 

children  received  two  doses 

of 

A.P.T.,  and  at  the  end  of  the 

year  approximately  3 

3  per  cent. 

of  pre-school  and  74  per  cent,  of  school 

children  bad  1 

been  immu- 

nised. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 

cases  of  infectious 

diseases  notified  in  1945  and  for 

the  preceding 

four  years : — 

Disease 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  23 

37 

171 

174 

73 

Diphtheria  . 

.  32 

24 

11 

10 

20 

Typhoid  Group  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles . 

.  12. 

679 

41 

47 

374 

Whooping  Cough . 

.  168 

13 

100 

75 

65 

Pneumonia  . 

, .  33 

34 

49 

36 

49 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

2 

5 

2 

— 

5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas . 

9 

15 

10 

11 

11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

.  12 

18 

18 

19 

17 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  .  . 

8 

12 

10 

8 

6 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

ACCORDING 

TO  WARDS. 

Ains-  J 

Slack  Radcliffe  Radcliffe  Stand 

Disease 

worth 

I.ane  Bridge  Hall  Lane 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

21 

14  18 

18 

73 

Diphtheria . 

1 

9 

5  3 

1  2 

20 

Measles  . 

89 

85 

65  55 

i  80 

374 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

42 

4  1 

10 

65 

Pneumonia  . 

13 

15 

10  5 

6 

49 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

2 

1 

1  1 

5 

Erysipelas . 

1 

2 

3  1 

4 

11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

1 

6 

2  2 

!  6 

17 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

3 

2 

6 

117  182  107  87  130  623 
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Tuberculosis. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years. 

0-1  . 

1-5  . 

5-10  . 

i 

1 

10-15  . 

1 

15-20  . 

20-25  . 

1 

3 

3 

i 

25-35  . 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

35-45  . 

1 

1 

45-55  . 

3 

55-65  . 

i 

2 

65  and  upwards  .  . 

i 

1 

12 

5 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 

17  6  6  1 


23 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 
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Report  ok  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

During  the  year  1945,  22  notifications  of  patients  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these,  16  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lung's,  5  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  1  miliary  case. 

Of  the  pulmonary  cases,  6  had  positive  sputum,  9  hud  negative 
sputum,  and  in  1  case  the  sputum  was  not  examined. 

The  non-pulmonary  cases  are  classified  as  follows  : — 

Glands .  3 

Hip .  1 

Wrist  .  1 

One  of  the  notified  cases  died  during  the  year. 

Treatment  was  granted  to  20  of  the  cases.  Of  these  12  were 
sent  to  Sanatoria  or  Pulmonary  Hospital,  1  to  General  Hospital, 
and  1  to  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  The  remaining  0  cases  were  under 
dispensary  supervision  only. 

There  were  2  non-applicants.  The  reasons  for  not  applying 
were  as  follows  : — 

Removed  from  district .  .  1 

Died  immediately  after  notification  .  1 
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